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1 . The following documents (D) are referred to in this communication; the numbering 
will be adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1: EP-A-1058316 

D2: EP-A-08 10671 

D3: JP(A) 01084671 

D4: WO-A-9933119. 



2. The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 52(1 ) EPC. 
D1 discloses in Figs.5,7,8 an MOS power device with a strip-like source/body 

structure and with highly doped source and body contact regions. The subject-matter of 
claims 1-6 and 8-1 1 is not new in the sense of Article 54(1) and (2) EPC. 

3. In addition, the subject-matter of claims 1-1 2 does not involve an inventive step in 
the sense of Article 56 EPC in view of D2, D3 and D4. 

3.1 D2 discloses in Figs. 1 7 an MOS power device with a strip-like source/body 
structure and with highly doped body contact regions. The subject matter of claims 1 
and 8 differs from that of D2 in that an n+/n source structure is claimed. Such a 
structure is however suggested in D3. It fall within routine competence of a skilled 
person to replace the source in D2 by that disclosed in D3 in order to restrain the latch- 
up phenomenon as noted in the abstract in D3. 

3.2 The additional features of claims 2-6 and 9-1 1 are known from D2 and cannot 
therefore contribute to inventive step. 

3.3 Subject matter of claims 1 and 8 does not involve an inventive step in view of D4 
(cf. Fig.3B) and D3 for the same reason as noted in section 3.1 of this communication. 

The additional subject matter of claims 7 and 12 are known from D4 (Fig.3B) and 
cannot therefore contribute to inventive step. 
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4. It is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis 
for a new, allowable claim. Should the applicant nevertheless regard some particular 
matter as patentable, an independent claim should be filed taking account of Rule 29(1) 
EPC. The applicant should also indicate in the letter of reply the difference of the 
subject-matter of the new claim vis-a-vis the state of the art and the significance 
thereof. 



4.1 When filing amended claims the applicant should at the same time bring the 
description into conformity with the amended claims. Care should be taken during 
revision, especially of the introductory portion and any statements of problem or 
advantage, not to add subject-matter which extends beyond the content of the 
application as originally filed (Article 123(2) EPC). 

4.2 To meet Rule 29(1 ) EPC the independent claims should be drafted in the two-part 
form with those features known in combination from the prior art (D1 , D2 or D4) being 
placed in the preamble (Rule 29(1 )(a) EPC) and with the remaining features being in- 
cluded in the characterising part (Rule 29(1 )(b) EPC). 

4.3 To meet the requirements of Rule 27(1 )(b) EPC, the documents D1-D4 should be 
identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed therein should be 
briefly discussed. 
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